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Vorwort

Bis heute (Juni 2005) sind 2529 verifizierte Todesfälle von Falun Gong Praktizierenden in China, die infolge von Folter und Misshandlungen während der von dem chinesischen Diktator Jiang Zemin initiierten Verfolgung gestorben sind, bekannt. Die Dunkelziffer dürfte jedoch um ein Vielfaches höher liegen.

In diesem Dokument wurden 11 ausgewählte Fälle im Zeitraum von 1999 bis 2001 dokumentiert. Die Opfer reichen vom einfachen Bauer bis zum Bank-Angestellter und Computer Ingenieur. Die Leidensgeschichte von diesen 11 Personen zeigen einen Einblick in die erschreckende Verfolgung in China.

Details über weitere Todesfälle:

http://www.flghrwg.net

http://faluninfo.net

Einige Foltermethoden, die in China an Falun Gong Praktizierenden angewendet wurden:

http://faluninfo.net/torturemethods2/

1. Fall: Frau CHEN Zixiu (Provinz Shandong)
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On February 16, 2000, she was thrown into the so-called "Falun Gong Transformation and Detention Center" held by the Chengguan Street Office. The communist officials beat her using plastic sticks and electric batons. Other detained practitioners could hear her painful screams. The communist officials demanded her to recant her belief while beating her madly, but she firmly refused. On the morning of February 20, 2000, Chen, who was half-dead, was forced to crawl barefooted in the snow. Two days of torture left severe injuries in her legs. Chen vomited and fainted. She never regained her consciousness.

Medienbericht: Practicing Falun Gong Was a Right, Ms. Chen Said, up to Her Last Day

Ian Johnson

Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal

April 20, 2000

WEIFANG, China -- The day before Chen Zixiu died, her captors again demanded that she renounce her faith in Falun Dafa. Barely conscious after repeated jolts from a cattle prod, the 58-year-old stubbornly shook her head.

Enraged, the local officials ordered Ms. Chen to run barefoot in the snow. Two days of torture had left her legs bruised and her short black hair matted with pus and blood, said cellmates and other prisoners who witnessed the incident. She crawled outside, vomited and collapsed. She never regained consciousness, and died on Feb. 21.

A year ago, few outside of China had heard of Falun Dafa and its regimen of practices, known as Falun Gong, which include breathing exercises, meditation and readings from the moralistic, and sometimes unusual, works of group founder Li Hongzhi.

Although popular among millions of Chinese, Falun Gong didn't jump to international prominence until April 25 last year, when 10,000 of its believers converged on Beijing, surrounding the government's leadership compound in the Forbidden City and demanding an end to state press reports that portrayed them as a superstitious cult. The crowd cut an odd sight: Mostly middle-age, working-class people, they simply meditated quietly for the better part of a day before leaving the center of town to return to their homes across the country.

But to a government that doesn't much tolerate open challenges to its power, the protest was an unforgivable provocation. The government arrested hundreds of Falun Gong organizers and discovered that some were officials in the central government, the police and even the military. Worried that a cancerous religion was infecting its atheist state, Beijing declared Falun Gong an "evil cult" last July and formally banned it.

Confronted with the full weight of China's security apparatus, Falun Gong should have died a quick death. But unlike the dissidents who occasionally challenge the Communist Party, Falun Gong activists haven't been stopped, despite mass arrests, beatings and even killings. Instead, a hard core continues to protest, with several dozen arrested every day in downtown Beijing when they try to unfurl banners calling for their group's legalization. A year on, Falun Gong faithful have mustered what is arguably the most sustained challenge to authority in 50 years of Communist rule.

Pyrrhic Victory?

Ms. Chen's tale is one of extremes. On one end is the Communist Party, which is so determined to break Falun Gong that it has resorted to public-security measures on a scale not seen since 1989, when an antigovernment movement led by students was crushed in Tiananmen Square. The government's victory in this fight, should it come, may well be Pyrrhic; its heavy-handed approach has disillusioned millions of ordinary people, such as Ms. Chen's daughter, who were apolitical until last year's events. It has also damaged China's international standing just as it needs foreign help on an array of pressing economic issues.

On the other end are people such as Ms. Chen, who in their simple, and perhaps naive, way are at the forefront of a slow trend to demand the freedoms guaranteed by China's laws and constitution. While many Falun Gong practitioners have compromised -- by practicing secretly at home, for example -- thousands have insisted openly on their right to freedom of belief and assembly. "We're good people," Ms. Chen's friends recall her telling officials from the Weifang city government who interrogated her in her barren concrete cell two days before she died. "Why shouldn't we practice what we want?"

The story of Ms. Chen's last days is reconstructed from interviews with family, friends and prisoners, as well as two accounts written by cellmates and smuggled out of jail in recent weeks. Originals of these accounts were examined and shown to the authors' friends and relatives, who verified the documents as having been written by their loved ones.

Allegations of mistreatment also are backed by more than two dozen separate interviews with Falun Gong adherents in other cities, who independently said they too were beaten with clubs and electric batons, chained to bars and made to disavow their faith.

Local officials rejected efforts to interview them for this story, while Beijing's official position on all allegations of prison abuse is that no Falun Gong practitioner has been mistreated in custody. It says 35,000 adherents came to Beijing but were sent back safely, with only three dying accidentally when they tried to escape. International human-rights groups say it is likely that at least seven more deaths like Ms. Chen's occurred through mistreatment in prison.

"All she had to do was say she renounced Falun Gong and they would have let her go," said Zhang Xueling, Ms. Chen's 32-year-old daughter. "But she refused."

Three years ago, Ms. Chen hardly imagined that she would be risking her life by practicing Falun Gong. She was 55 and had taken early retirement from a state-run truck-repair garage where she had worked for 30 years making auto parts. One day while out walking in the neighborhood near her family's one-story brick bungalow, Ms. Chen noticed some practitioners of Falun Gong. A widow for 20 years whose her children grown, Ms. Chen had little to do during the day, so she started attending the exercise sessions regularly.

"My mother was never anyone who believed in superstitious things," said Ms. Zhang, who doesn't practice Falun Gong herself. "Frankly, she had a bad temper because she felt she was getting old and had sacrificed so much to raise us alone. When she joined Falun Gong her temper improved a lot and she became a better person. We really supported her."

Enthusiastic Follower

Over the next two years, Ms. Chen became an enthusiastic participant, rising at 4:30 a.m. to exercise for 90 minutes in a small dirt lot with half a dozen other practitioners. After a day running errands for her children and grandchildren, Ms. Chen spent evenings reading the works of Mr. Li, the group's founder, and discussing his ideas with fellow members. Those beliefs incorporate traditional morality -- do good works, speak honestly, never be evasive -- as well as some idiosyncratic notions, such as the existence of extraterrestrial life and separate-but-equal heavens for people of different races.

Gradually, Falun Gong gained adherents in her neighborhood, Xu Family Hamlet, which is located in an industrial suburb of Weifang, a city of 1.3 million in eastern China's Shandong province. The hamlet is a dusty maze of poplar-lined dirt roads and bungalows surrounded by crumbling brown brick walls -- a typical village being swallowed up by its urban neighbor. By last year, her local group had doubled in size to a dozen regular members -- hardly a giant organization, but a regular presence in the community.

For Ms. Chen, China's decision to ban Falun Gong last July came out of the blue. She hadn't noticed the articles and television shows that had attacked the group, and she paid little attention a year ago when members surrounded the Communist Party's leadership compound in Beijing. The day the government ban was announced "was the bitterest of her life," said her daughter, Ms. Zhang. "She couldn't accept that they were criticizing Falun Gong and calling it an evil cult."

Practicing at Home

Although barely literate and never before interested in politics, Ms. Chen resisted the ban. She invited group members to practice at her home and refused to deny her affiliation with the group or her love for Mr. Li, whom she respectfully called "Master Li."

Then, last November, several top organizers of Falun Gong were given long prison sentences. Shocked, Ms. Chen joined thousands of fellow practitioners by traveling to Beijing with the vague idea of protesting against the government. Since the ban in July, many had gone to Tiananmen Square and sat cross-legged with their arms stretched in an arc over their heads -- the classic starting pose for Falun Gong exercises.

Ms. Chen never made it that far. On Dec. 4, the day after she arrived in Beijing, she was walking through the Temple of Heaven park when a plain-clothes security agent asked if she was a member. She answered truthfully and was arrested, her daughter said.

She was taken to the Weifang municipal government's Beijing representative office, a sort of lobbying bureau-cum-dormitory that scores of Chinese cities and provinces have set up in the capital to house local officials visiting Beijing.

The next day, Ms. Zhang and three local officials made the seven-hour drive to Beijing to pick up Ms. Chen, a humiliation for the officials, who were criticized for not keeping better control of their people. Ms. Zhang paid the equivalent of a $60 fine -- a month's wages -- and returned home with her mother, who complained that police had confiscated the $75 in cash she had brought with her.

'Administrative Detention'

As punishment, officials from the Chengguan Street Committee (street committees are the lowest level in China's system of government) confined Ms. Chen to their offices, just 200 yards from her home. She stayed there for two weeks, in a form of "administrative detention" that the state can impose almost indefinitely. Ms. Zhang had to pay another $45 for her mother's room and board.

On Jan. 3, Ms. Chen celebrated her 58th birthday. Despite being under day-and-night observation, she was in great spirits, Ms. Zhang said. "She knew she was right. All she wanted was to make the government not make a criminal out of her because she knew she wasn't a criminal."

Then, on Chinese New Year, which this year fell on Feb. 4, hundreds of Falun Gong protesters were arrested and beaten in Beijing. (Though no longer under surveillance, Ms. Chen wasn't a protester.) Officials in the capital were stunned by the outbreak. On Feb. 16, the local district chief came to see Ms. Chen and told her that Beijing wanted to make sure no other Falun Gong adherents went to Beijing, especially since China's annual session of parliament was due to begin in a few days. He asked Ms. Chen to promise she wouldn't leave home.

"My mother told them very clearly that she wouldn't guarantee that she wouldn't go anywhere. She said she had the right to go where she pleased," Ms. Zhang said. The officials left in a huff.

Taken Into Custody

Two days later, Ms. Zhang came home to find half a dozen officials in her living room. They said her mother had been spotted outside by a special squad of informants who roamed the neighborhood looking for Falun Gong participants who dared to leave home.

Ms. Chen was taken into custody and never seen by her daughter again. She was held for a day in the Chengguan Street Committee offices, but then during the night she managed to escape -- exactly how isn't clear, officials told Ms. Zhang. Ms. Chen was arrested the next day, Feb. 17, heading for the train station, apparently hoping to go to Beijing to plead her case before the Petitions and Appeals Office, a last resort for people who feel they have been wronged.

This time, officials from the local district Communist Party office sent Ms. Chen to a small, unofficial prison run by the street committee, described to practitioners as the Falun Gong Education Study Class.

People who have been held there describe it as more of a torture chamber. The building is two stories with a yard in the middle. In the corner of the yard is a squat one-story building with two rooms. This is where beatings took place, according to four detainees who described the building in separate accounts.

Another Fine

While Ms. Chen was transferred to the detention center, officials called Ms. Zhang and said her mother would be released if she would pay a $241 fine. Ms. Zhang was fed up with the government's "fines" and, she said, her mother's insistence on standing up for her rights. She told the officials that their fines were illegal and that she would complain to the local procurator's office if they didn't release her mother. She rejected another call on Feb. 18 and again threatened legal action, though she didn't follow through.

Meanwhile, Ms. Chen spent a night in the jail, listening to screams emanating from the squat building, according to two of her cellmates. Before she was led in, she was allowed another phone call. She called her daughter later on the 18th and asked her to bring the money. Irritated by the troubles brought on by her mother's uncompromising attitude, Ms. Zhang argued with her. Give in and come home, the daughter pleaded. Her mother quietly refused.

Ms. Chen's ordeal began that night. Wrote an adherent who was in the next room of the squat building: "We heard her screaming. Our hearts were tortured and our spirits almost collapsed." Officials from the Chengguan Street Committee used plastic truncheons on her calves, feet and lower back, as well as a cattle prod on her head and neck, according to witnesses. They shouted at her repeatedly to give up Falun Gong and to curse Mr. Li, according to her cellmates. Each time, Ms. Chen refused.

A Mother's Plea

The next day, the 19th, Ms. Zhang got another call. Bring the money, she was told. Ms. Zhang hesitated. Her mother came on the line. Her voice, usually so strong and confident, was soft and pained. She pleaded with her daughter to bring the money. The caller came back on the phone. Bring the money, she said.

Ms. Zhang got a sick feeling and rushed over with the money and some clothes. But the building was surrounded by agents who wouldn't let her see her mother. Suspicious that this was a ruse to get more money from her -- and that her mother wasn't really in the building at all -- she returned home. An hour later, a practitioner came to see Ms. Zhang. Falun Gong adherents were being beaten in the center, she was told.

Ms. Zhang raced back with her brother, carrying fruit as a small bribe for the police. She was refused entrance and her money was refused as well. She noticed an old woman in a room and shouted up to her: "Is my mother being beaten?" The old woman waved her hand to signify "no," although Ms. Zhang wondered whether she might have been trying to wave her away from the prison, fearing she, too, would be arrested. Ms. Zhang and her brother went home for a fitful, sleepless night.

Carte Blanche

That night, Ms. Chen was taken back into the room. After again refusing to give up Falun Gong, she was beaten and jolted with the stun stick, according to two prisoners who heard the incident and one who caught glimpses of it through a door. Her cellmates heard her curse the officials, saying the central government would punish them once they were exposed. But in an answer that Falun Gong adherents say they heard repeatedly in different parts of the country, the Weifang officials told Ms. Chen that they had been told by the central government that "no measures are too excessive" to wipe out Falun Gong. The beatings continued and would stop only when Ms. Chen changed her thinking, according to two prisoners who say they overheard the incident.

Two hours after she went in, Ms. Chen was pushed back into her cell on the second story of the main building, an unheated room with only a sheet of steel for a bed. Her three cellmates tended to her wounds, but she fell into a delirium. One of the cellmates remembers her moaning "mommy, mommy."

The next morning, the 20th, she was ordered out to jog. "I saw from the window that she crawled out with difficulty," wrote a cellmate in a letter smuggled out by her husband. Ms. Chen collapsed and was dragged back into the cell.

Denied Treatment

"I was a medical major. When I saw her dying, I suggested moving her into another [heated] room," the cellmate wrote in her letter. Instead, local government officials gave her "sanqi," herbal pills for light internal bleeding. "But she couldn't swallow and spat them out." Cellmates implored the officials to send Ms. Chen to a hospital, but the officials -- who often criticize Falun Gong practitioners for forgoing modern medical treatment in favor of a superstitious belief in their exercises -- refused, her cellmates said. Eventually they brought in a doctor, who pronounced her healthy.

But, wrote the cellmate: "She wasn't conscious and didn't talk, and only spat dark-colored sticky liquid. We guessed it was blood. Only the next morning did they confirm that she's dying." An employee of the local Public Security Bureau, Liu Guangming, "tried her pulse and his face froze." Ms. Chen was dead.

That evening, officials went over to Ms. Zhang's house and said her mother was ill, according to Ms. Zhang and her brother. The two piled into a car and were driven to a hotel about a mile from the detention center. The hotel was surrounded by police. The local party secretary told them Ms. Chen had died of a heart attack, but they wouldn't allow them to see her body. After hours of arguing, the officials finally said they could see the body, but only the next day, and insisted they spend the night in the heavily guarded hotel. The siblings refused and finally were allowed to go home.

A Bag of Clothes

On the 22nd, Ms. Zhang and her brother were taken to the local hospital, which was also ringed by police. Their mother, they recalled, was laid out on a table in traditional mourning garb: a simple blue cotton tunic over pants. In a bag tossed in the corner of the room, Ms. Zhang said she spotted her mother's torn and bloodied clothes, the underwear badly soiled. Her calves were black. Six-inch welts streaked along her back. Her teeth were broken. Her ear was swollen and blue. Ms. Zhang fainted, and her brother, weeping, caught her.

That day, the hospital issued a report on Ms. Chen. It said the cause of death was natural. The hospital declines to comment on the matter. Ms. Zhang said she challenged officials about the clothing she had seen, but they told her mother had become incontinent after the heart attack and that was why her clothes were soiled.

Ms. Zhang and her brother tried filing a lawsuit, but no lawyer would accept the case. Meantime, her mother's body lay in refrigeration, until the threatened litigation was resolved.

Then, on March 17, Ms. Zhang received a letter from the hospital saying the body would be cremated that day. Ms. Zhang called the hospital to try to prevent it, but she said officials didn't give her a clear answer and said they would have to call her back. They didn't. Ms. Zhang never saw her mother's body again.

2. Fall: Herr SU Gang (Provinz Shandong)

Su was a software engineer of Qilu Petrochemical Company. On May 23, 2000, the security officers in his workplace sent him to the Changle Mental Hospital without notifying his family members. Su was detained in the mental hospital for nine days, and was overdosed with forced injections everyday. Upon learning that Mr. Su was locked in a mental hospital, Su's uncle went on a hunger strike, and as a result, Mr. Su was released on May 31, 2000. When Mr. Su got home, he looked slow, stiff, and extremely weak. He died on the morning of June 10, 2000.

Medienbericht: Washington Post Editorial - Bad Medicine in China

CHINA'S CRACKDOWN on members of the spiritual group known as Falun Gong continues. In April 1999 Falun Gong frightened the Communist government by assembling some 10,000 people for a peaceful demonstration in Beijing. The government banned the "evil cult" two months later. Since then, China's Falun Gong adherents have been subjected to a systematic campaign of harassment aimed at forcing them to renounce their beliefs. The authorities' methods have included surveillance, detention, beatings and torture; some 22 Falun Gong believers have lost their lives, according to the Hong Kong-based Information Center for Human Rights and Democracy.

Now come charges that China's rulers have resorted to another instrument of repression: forcibly committing Falun Gong adherents to psychiatric institutions. The old Soviet Union pioneered the misuse of psychiatry against political dissidents; China has followed suit in at least three documented cases in the past decade. But the story of 32-year-old computer engineer Su Gang, who had been repeatedly detained by the security department of his workplace for refusing to renounce Falun Gong, is dramatic nonetheless. After traveling to Beijing April 25 to protest the ban on Falun Gong, he was arrested again; on May 23, his employer, a state-run petrochemical company, approved commitment papers that authorized the police to drag him off to a mental hospital. According to Mr. Su's father, Su Dean, doctors injected Mr. Su twice a day with an unknown substance. When Mr. Su emerged a week later, he could not eat or move his limbs normally. On June 10, the previously healthy young man died of heart failure.

Falun Gong practitioners have since released what they say are accounts of similar abuses against more than 100 other members of the movement. None of these other cases ended in death, but the stories are broadly similar: Falun Gong members, usually those who either went to Beijing to protest or were accused of having done so, are arrested and told they must abandon their beliefs. Then, sometimes after spending days in jail, they are confined for additional periods in mental hospitals. Unfortunately, these still-sketchy reports are difficult to confirm, and none is as well-documented as the story of Mr. Su--whose confinement in the hospital has been confirmed to the Western press by an official of the institution itself. The job of shedding further light on this seemingly ominous turn in China's treatment of its own people falls to international human rights organizations--and democratic governments outside China.

© 2000 The Washington Post Company

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A45724-2000Jun22.html

3. Fall: Frau AN Xiukun (Provinz Hebei)

An was a teacher in the Zhongxin Street Elementary School of Hengshui City. An was removed from her post, and fined 2,800 Yuan for practicing Falun Gong. Because of the unfair treatments against her, An went to the Beijing Public Security Ministry to appeal on May 21, 2000. She was escorted back and detained in the Education Committee Guest House. On May 24, An was given 15 days of administrative detention. An refused to sign the paperwork for her detention, and declared that she would reserve her right to appeal. Afterwards, she was sent to the Lubei Administrative Detention Center. On May 25, the second day of her detention, An was cuffed with a special type of handcuff nicknamed "bull's nose," for refusing to copy the rules of the detention center. To protest the ill treatments against her, An began a hunger strike. On June 6, 2000, An lost consciousness. She was unable to get up, and she suffered incontinence of feces and urine. The detention center gave her an emergency infusion, which had no effect. At 10pm, An was sent to the County Hospital. At 7:30am of June 11, 2000, An left this world.

Medienbericht

BEIJING (Reuters) - A member of the banned Falun Gong spiritual group died in police custody after officers tried to end a hunger strike by force-feeding, a Hong Kong-based human rights group said on Thursday.

The death of An Xiukun in Hengshui, a city in the northern province of Hebei, took to 25 the number of Falun Gong members who have died in custody since China banned the group last year, the Information Centre for Human Rights and Democracy said.

It said in a statement that An, 50, was detained on June 6 in Beijing's Tiananmen Square, where handfuls of Falun Gong members have protested almost daily since the government banned the group in July last year.

The primary school teacher was taken to a detention center in Hengshui, where she began a hunger strike after her feet were bound with iron shackles, the center said.

She died of suffocation as police tried to force her to eat after six days, it said.

Her husband Zhang Qizheng was sentenced to three years labor reform, which does not require a trial, after he repeatedly demanded punishment for those responsible for his wife's death as well as compensation, the center added.

Police at the Hengshui detention center denied any knowledge of the death. Staff at An's school said she had died recently but declined to give further details.

4. Fall: Frau GONG Baohua (Peking)

[image: image3.png]



On June 17, 2000, she went to Beijing to appeal for Falun Gong and was intercepted by police at the Dongzhimen Bus Station, along with seven other Falun Gong practitioners. After taken back to the local police station, six of them were brutally beaten by police. Among them, Gong suffered the most. Medical examination in the Yukou Clinic afterwards showed that the bridge of her nose was broken. Gong's family members and local villagers requested the police to allow her to go home for recovery. In order to cover up the brutality, the police sent Gong and the other practitioners to the county detention center instead. To defend their rights, Gong and other practitioners went on a hunger strike, which were the only means available.

Around 8pm of June 25, 2000, the guards force-fed Gong through the nose, despite the fact that her nose was injured. After coming back to the cell, Gong's face looked pale. She said repeatedly that her chest felt numb and she suspected that the guards might have falsely inserted the feeding tube into her trachea during the force-feeding. About 10 minutes later, she suddenly lost consciousness. Her inmates then called the guards, but nobody answered. After a while when Gong regained her consciousness, the guards finally came over and moved Gong out of the cell for emergency treatment. She was sent back on the morning of June 26, 2000. Because her health condition looked very bad, her inmates asked the guards many times to give her a medical examination. She was then called out, and came back in the afternoon. But there was no sign of improvement in her health that night. On the morning of June 27, 2000, the inmates urged the guards to give her another medical checkup, because her health kept deteriorating. Around 10am, the detention center clinicians agreed to send Gong to the hospital. Around 9pm that evening, Gong Baohua was announced dead in the hospital. 

Medienbericht 

July 27, 2000

BEIJING (AP) -- Police forcibly fed a hunger striker protesting the crackdown on the Falun Gong spiritual group, causing the woman to choke to death, a Hong Kong-based human rights group said Thursday.

Gong Baohua died last month, about a week after police broke her nose while arresting her at a demonstration in Beijing, the Information Center for Human Rights and Democracy reported.

Police tried to force the 35-year-old woman to eat by using a nasal feeding tube at a detention center near her home in Pinggu County, outside of Beijing, the group said.

The account could not be immediately confirmed because police at the Pinggu Public Security Bureau declined to discuss the case.

On Wednesday, the group said another woman, 50-year-old school teacher An Xiukun, choked to death last month when police forcibly fed her. At least 26 Falun Gong followers have died in detention in the past year, the rights group said.

5. Fall: Herr WANG Peisheng (Provinz Shandong)

Wang was a retired official of Weifang Hardware Store. Wang started to practice Falun Gong in 1995, and was a former contact person of the Falun Gong assistance center in Weifang. He had been under surveillance since July 20, 1999. In March 2000, he was detained for writing to the National People's Congress about Falun Gong issues. While in custody, he was detained in the hot and humid cell 24 hours a day, and sometimes, he was forced to do hard labor. At 2am on July 12, 2000, he left this world. His wife did not receive the notice of his death until 1pm that afternoon. More surprisingly, in order to cover up the truth, the police forced his family to have his body cremated before the cause of his death was identified.

Medienbericht: Washington Post (EDITORIAL) - China's Falun Gong Obsession

EDITORIAL, Tuesday, August 1, 2000; Page A22

IT HAS NOW been just over a year since the government of China began its effort to stamp out the nonviolent spiritual movement known as Falun Gong. Thousands of Chinese followers of the group have been subjected to surveillance, harassment, arrest, torture and, in some two dozen cases, death. The two most recent Falun Gong members to perish in police custody were 44-year-old Li Zaiji and 68-year-old Wang Peisheng, according to the Hong Kong-based Information Center for Human Rights and Democracy. They both died in the first two weeks of July.

Falun Gong adherents nevertheless marked the anniversary of the government crackdown by raising banners and otherwise protesting peacefully in Beijing's Tiananmen Square. Few visitors to the vast square even noticed, because police immediately seized the protesters and hauled them to jail. Hundreds are said to have been detained.

The Communist government portrays its battle against Falun Gong as an effort to protect China from an evil cult bent on destabilizing society. In fact, the authorities are reacting out of instinctive hostility to the growth of an independent organization that appears capable of offering Chinese a spiritual alternative--however obscure--to official ideology.

Yet for all its determination to deny Falun Gong practitioners their right to the free exercise of their beliefs, Beijing has been unable in a year to restore the monochromatic ideological climate its rulers require. The effort to destroy Falun Gong will be a "long-lasting, complicated and acute struggle," a July 20 editorial in the official People's Daily conceded. This backhanded compliment to the undeniable courage and tenacity of Falun Gong's adherents was also, alas, probably a threat of even greater official violence to come.

© 2000 The Washington Post Company

6. Fall: Herr LI Zaiji (Provinz Jilin)

Li was sentenced to one year of forced labor in October of 1999 for appealing for Falun Gong. On July 7, 2000, the police department of Jilin City told Li's family members to go to the hospital to take care of him. When Li's mother got to the hospital, Li was already dead. Li's body was full of wounds, with one eye open and one closed. At 9am on July 14, Li's body was cremated under the close monitoring of more than 200 police officers.

Zeugerbericht aus China:

Death of Falun Dafa Practitioner Mr. Li Zaiji Leaves His Son and Wife in Dire Circumstances 

By Dafa practitioner in China

Li Xin is the son of Li Zaiji and Zu Chunrong. He is 21 years old, and currently resides at No.10 building, Qingdao Street Township, Chuanying District, Jilin City, Zip 132012, under the jurisdiction of the Qingdao Police Station of Chuanying District in Jilin City. +86-432-2021537

Li Xin's mother, Zu Chunrong, resides at the same address. She is over 40 and has not been able to find steady employment.

Li Xin's father, Li Zaiji, was killed at the Huanxiling Forced Labor Camp in Jilin City on July 8, 2000, at the age of 43. He lived at the same address and worked in the Isolation Hospital in Jilin City.

On September 5, 1999 Li Zaiji went to Beijing to appeal for Falun Gong. He was arrested in Miyun County and then detained for 15 days by the Jilin City Detention Center. Later, he was transferred to Shahezi Brainwashing Class in Chuanying District. He was detained for an additional 15 days and then transferred to the No.3 Detention Center of Jilin City. In October 1999 he was illegally sentenced to forced labor for one year and detained in Huanxiling Labor Camp in Jilin City. In July 2000, he was killed at the labor camp.

In 1995 Li Zaiji began practicing Falun Dafa in order to improve his poor health. He retired from his work at Jilin City Isolation Hospital due to an injury suffered on the job. The amazing healing effects of Falun Dafa restored his health, and he firmly stepped onto the path of cultivation.

His home was the first site for Fa (principles of Falun Gong) study in his area. Usually the number of practitioners studying the Fa at his home was about 50 or 60, sometime up to 100. Falun Dafa practitioners who lived far away also liked to go to his home for Fa study and experience sharing.

Li Zaiji was very kind-hearted. He always helped those in need. All his neighbors and coworkers knew he was a good person.

On July 19, 1999 when he and other practitioners heard the news that Falun Dafa suffered injustice, he and eight other practitioners hired two cars at 2:00am, and drove 1200 kilometers (about 745 miles) to Beijing. They encountered various obstacles on their way, but finally arrived in Beijing to appeal on July 21, 1999, after which they safely returned home

On September 5, 1999, he and Falun Dafa practitioners Cui Zhengshu, Yu Lixin (these two practitioners were also killed) and another practitioner went to Beijing to appeal again. On September 10, 1999 he was arrested in Miyun County of Beijing, detained in Jilin City Detention Center for 15 days, and then transferred to Shahezi Brainwashing Class in Chuanying District. Afterwards, he was once again detained for 15 days, and then held in criminal detention in the No 3 Detention Center of Jilin City. In the detention center, because he was determined in his belief, he suffered various tortures from prisoners, such as being doused with cold water in the winter and having his beard pulled. In October 1999 he was illegally sentenced to forced labor and detained in Huanxiling Labor Camp in Jilin City.

In the No.4 team of Huanxiling Forced Labor Camp, Li Zaiji suffered various tortures from prisoners and physical punishment and brainwashing from police, and he was also forced to do heavy labor. In July 2000, Li Zaiji suffered serious dehydration from dysentery. The labor camp would not provide any treatment, which made his condition worse. The prison doctor whose last name was Li was trained as a veterinarian, and had no human medical background. Seeing Li Zaiji in critical condition, Li instigated several prisoners to drag Li Zaiji to the wash-house and force-feed him with a lot of concentrated salt water. At that time Li Zaiji struggled and everyone in the team heard a flopping sound inside the wash-house. Suddenly the sound stopped. Everyone saw several police officers run into the wash-house. They wrapped Li Zaiji in a blanket and took him away, claiming that he would be sent to the hospital for rescue, when he was actually already dead.

In order to avoid the legal investigation by Li Zaiji's family, Huanxiling Labor Camp of Jilin City made a public announcement that they had relieved the prison doctor Li from his post. This was meant to deceive the public, as Li wasn't relieved from his post at all, but was transferred to another position in the labor camp. After the incident was over, Li was back at his post and was promoted to become the director of the clinic office in the labor camp.

Huanxiling Labor Camp of Jilin City was afraid that the incident would be exposed to the public, so the authorities from the labor camp went to see Li Zaiji's wife Zu Chunrong. By offering a bribe of a 3000-yuan subsidy for Li Zaiji's family, which was in financial difficulties, they gained Zu Churong's signature by telling her that the labor camp was not responsible for Li Zaiji's death.

Huanxiling labor camp coordinated with Jilin City Public Security Bureau to deceive Li Zaiji's family.

On July 7, 2000 Jilin City Public Security Bureau informed Li Zaiji's family to go to the hospital to care for him. Li Zaiji's 17-year-old son first went to Jilin Chinese-Western Combined Hospital. He searched all the rooms for his father but couldn't find him, and finally asked the police: "Where is my father?" The police led the child to a warehouse, where he found his father's body covered in newspaper.

Afterwards, Li Zaiji's mother was led around the hospital. She found that Li Zaiji was dead, with one eye open and another closed. She closed her son's eye with her hand. In the evening, Li Zaiji's wife requested to see his remains, but the public security personnel refused. After she requested again and again, she was finally allowed to see her husband's remains and found that there was still gauze under his eyes.

Li Zaiji's wife made only one request: to permit Falun Gong practitioners to pay their last respects. The public security personnel denied this request, and Li Zaiji's family was put under house arrest.

On July 13, before the cremation, Jilin City Public Security Bureau and many police stations detained some Falun Dafa practitioners for no reason. At 9:00am on Friday, with the tight watch of over two hundred personnel from the labor camp and Public Security Bureau, Li Zaiji's remains were cremated.

After Li Zaiji's death, Zu Chunrong was forced to raise their son alone. She has no regular income, and only earns enough to survive by doing odd jobs as a street cleaner and dishwasher. Li Xin was forced to drop out of school.

Medienbericht 

siehe vorheriger Fall

7. Fall: Frau MEI Yulan (Peking)

On May 13, 2000, Mei was arrested while practicing Falun Gong exercises outside her house. She went on a hunger strike to defend her rights. On May 17, 2000, three days into her hunger strike, she was force-fed by an inmate who had no medical skills at all. Her screaming during the force-feeding suggested that she was in extreme pain. After she returned to the cell, she had a headache, and started to vomit blood that night. The guard whose surname was Sun refused to send her for emergency treatment, and said, "Never mind, she won't die. I will take the responsibility if anything happens." She died on May 23, 2000. Five practitioners who knew about her death were sent to the detention center on May 26.

Medienbericht: Hunger-Striking Falungong Member Killed by Force-feeding

BEIJING, May 26, 2000 -- (Agence France Presse) A hunger-striking member of the banned Falungong spiritual group died in Chinese police detention after she was fatally injured during force-feeding, a member of the movement told AFP Friday.

The death of 44-year-old Mei Yulan at a Beijing hospital was confirmed by police and hospital staff who admitted she had died after a hunger strike, but declined to elaborate on the exact circumstances of her death.

Mei's death brings to 19 the number of Falungong members who have died in police detention since the movement was banned in July last year, according to a toll by the Hong Kong-based Information Center for Human Rights and Democracy.

A Falungong member, asking to remain anonymous, said Mei was arrested on May 13 in the Chaoyang district of Beijing while she was doing breathing exercises popular with the movement.

He said Mei began a hunger strike the next day, and that when police tried to force-feed her on May 17 the feeding tube was wrongly inserted causing serious injuries.

The source said Mei immediately lapsed into a coma and was taken on May 18 to Minghang hospital where she never regained consciousness and died on May 23.

A mortuary official at Minghan hospital confirmed to AFP that Mei had died on Tuesday, adding that "hunger strike" had been listed as the official cause of death on her medical records.

She said the body was still at the mortuary, adding that an official from the detention center had come to view the body with Mei's family.

An official from Beijing's Sun He police station also confirmed Mei's death and said she was a Falungong practitioner, but he declined further comment.

The Chinese authorities launched a nationwide crackdown against the Falungong movement after they banned the group in July last year and labeled it an "evil cult."

Tens of thousands of members have been detained and sent for re-education, while those accused of being core leaders of the movement have been sentenced to jail terms of up to 18 years.

Mei's death came after the Information Center for Human Rights and Democracy said earlier this week that 52-year-old Falungong practitioner Yao Baorong jumped from the fifth floor of a police station in northwest China.

The centre said Yao, 52, died in hospital after jumping out of a window of the Anning district police station in Gansu province's Lanzhou City last Saturday afternoon.

Local police refused to comment on the center's faxed report, which said Yao's suicide leap followed numerous unsuccessful police attempts to make the local government employee give up her belief in Falungong.

The two deaths follow confirmation last week by Shuangcheng city police in northeast Heilongjiang province that a 45-year-old male follower died while in their custody.

Falungong claims tens of millions of followers in China, attracted by an eclectic mix of traditional qigong Chinese breathing exercises and Buddhist and Taoist philosophies.

((c) 2000 Agence France Presse) 

8. Fall:  Herr ZHANG Zhenggang (Provinz Jiangsu)

He is a bank worker and a Falun Gong organizer in Huaian city in eastern Jiangsu province. On March 25. 2000 he was beaten by a guard and another prisoner with wooden batons, leaving him in a coma. March 30, Zhang was cremated by police as he was still breathing and had a pulse.

Medienbericht: 3 more Falun Gong members die in police custody

WIRE:04/20/2000 09:46:00 ET

BEIJING (AP)  Three more members of the banned Falun Gong spiritual movement have died of beatings or hunger strikes while in custody, including one who may still have been breathing when police cremated him, a human rights group said Thursday.

At least 15 Falun Gong practitioners have died in custody since the group was banned nine months ago, the Hong Hong-based Information Center for Human Rights and Democracy said.

The government has disputed some of those claims, saying practitioners committed suicide or died of natural causes, not because of any mistreatment.

The Information Center cited family members of those killed, unidentified officials and unidentified Falun Gong practitioners.

It said Zhang Zhenggang, a 36-year-old bank worker and Falun Gong organizer in Huaian city in eastern Jiangsu province, was beaten March 25 by a guard and another prisoner with wooden batons, leaving him in a coma.

Five days later, police took the comatose Zhang, who was still breathing and had a pulse, from the hospital to a crematorium, the Information Center said.

"Zhang Zhenggang may still have been alive when he was cremated," it said.

A city police official, contacted by telephone, said he knew nothing about the case.

The Information Center said Falun Gong member Guan Chaosheng was beaten to death by police in Beijing after he came to the capital to protest.

Members have been coming to Beijing almost every day to protest the ban, and are often picked up on Tiananmen Square.

The Information Center said authorities paid $1,200 in compensation to Guan's family.

A police official in Guan's hometown, in Qidong county in southern Hunan province, said he did not know about the case.

Falun Gong member Li Yanhua died April 14 in a labor camp after a hunger strike, the Information Center said.

Li, an employee at an aircraft manufacturer in Nanchang, a city in the southern province of Jiangxi, was sentenced in January to two years in prison after she came to Beijing to protest, the group said.

It said 60 other Falun Gong members imprisoned in the labor camp are on a hunger strike that began April 4. 

9. Fall: Frau ZHAO Jinhua (Provinz Shandong)

On September 29, 1999, Zhao was taken away by the police while working in the field. The police tortured her by beating her with rubber clubs, shocking her with electrical circuits, depriving her of sleep, and so on. On October 7, she was tortured to death.

Amnesty International's Speech at Ottawa Press Conference

Alex Neve, Secretary General Amnesty International of Canada

Zhao Jinhua, a 42 year old farmer and Falun Gong follower in Shandong province, was arrested by the police on September 27, 1999 while she was working in the fields. She was pressured to renounce her Falun Gong practice and repeatedly beaten with clubs and electronic batons when she refused to do so. On October 7 she was sent to the county hospital twice for emergency treatment but she was already dead before she arrived at the hospital the second time.

The family of 60-year-old Chen Zixiu, a Falun Gong follower, were asked to collect her body from a police station also in Shandong province, where she had been detained for four days in February of this year. Her body was covered with bruises, the teeth were broken and there was blood coming out of her ears.

Cheng Fengrong, a 42-year-old woman and Falun Gong follower, was detained by Shunyi police and reportedly slapped while being handcuffed to a tree, beaten with a broom which broke in two and then forced to stand barefoot in the snow; she was also punched and kicked and had two basins of cold water poured onto the back of her neck which froze under her feet.

During the past year, countless Falun Gong followers in China have been tortured in detention. At least 12 have reportedly died in police custody as a result of their injuries, including Chen Zixiu and Zhao Jinhua.

On July 22 1999 the Falun Gong movement was banned by the Chinese government. Chinese authorities claimed that the movement, which teaches a practice of meditation and breathing exercises, was a threat to social and political stability. The ban was imposed after the government reportedly became concerned with Falun Gong's ability to mobilize large numbers. 10,000 followers stood quietly in front of the leadership compound in Beijing on 25 April 1999.

In the year since the ban, Amnesty International has documented an extensive pattern of serious human rights violations. Tens of thousands of Falun Gong followers have been arbitrarily detained by the police. Some have been held for short periods, and pressured to renounce their beliefs. Many have been tortured or ill-treated in detention. As I've said, at least 12 have died as a result. Some have been held in psychiatric hospitals and forced to take drugs. Thousands remain in detention. Some have been charged with crimes and sentenced after grossly unfair trials. Others have been sent to labour camps without trial. New arrests and detentions continue to be reported every day. Anyone who dares to speak out about the persecution of Falun Gong followers faces harsh reprisals.

The campaign against Falun Gong is part of a massive crackdown on followers of religious and spiritual movements in China. The crackdown is politically motivated. The vast majority of its victims are ordinary people who merely exercised peacefully their fundamental rights to freedom of belief, association and expression.

It must stop. The arbitrary detentions, unfair trials, torture and deaths resulting from this campaign must come to an end.

It will be too late for Zhao Jinhua, Chen Zixiu and other Falun Gong followers who have died as a result of their beliefs. It is not too late for the many thousands who remain in detention. It is time for the Chinese government to ensure that the basic rights of Falun Gong practitioners are upheld. It is time for the Canadian government and other governments to insist that Chinese authorities cease this campaign.

10. Fall:  Frau REN Tingling (Provinz Shandong)

She had gone to Beijing to make an appeal to the Chinese government regarding the mistreatment of Falun Gong, but was arrested and held in the Dong Cuin Detention Center in the city of Haiyang. Witnesses say Ms. Ren had been tortured so badly in the detention center that she could no longer stand up. She died in a concentration camp in Shandong province in March 2001.

FDI Media Alert: Fifty Year Old Woman Tortured to Death in Chinese Concentration Camp

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - 11/7/2001 [ http://www.faluninfo.net/ ]

NEW YORK, November 7, 2001 (Falun Dafa Information Center) - Sources inside China reveal that fifty-year-old Ms. Ren Tingling died in a concentration camp in Shandong province, China, this past March. Sources say the concentration camp had been set up specifically to engage in physical and psychological torture to force Falun Gong practitioners to renounce their faith. Shandong Province is the deadliest region in China for maltreatment of Falun Gong practitioners, as a total of 56 practitioners have now been confirmed to have died in police custody there since China began its persecution of Falun Gong in July, 1999.

Ms. Ren Tingling had gone to Beijing to make an appeal to the Chinese government regarding the mistreatment of Falun Gong, but was arrested and held in the Dong Cuin Detention Center in the city of Haiyang. Witnesses say Ms. Ren had been tortured so badly in the detention center that she could no longer stand up.

On March 16th of this year, the director of Haiyang City's notorious "610 Office," Shao Wenbing, gave orders that more than 160 steadfast Falun Gong practitioners be sent to the "115 Base" concentration camp to be brainwashed and "reformed," a process that typically involves prolonged torture resulting in either death or forced renunciation of one's beliefs. Ms. Ren was among those practitioners, but due to the mistreatment in the detention center, she was physically very weak.

At about daybreak on the day that she died, Falun Gong practitioners held in the same cell discovered that Ms. Ren was in agony and was shivering violently. The guard refused to allow her fellow practitioners to take care of her and forced them to go to the brainwashing session. Ms. Ren died that very morning. The police claim her death was due to cerebral hemorrhage.

The Haiyang City "610 Office," set up specifically to persecute Falun Gong, had given orders this past February to carry out a mass arrest of Falun Gong practitioners. The office and its agents have used all means to try to make them change their minds and give up their beliefs. In one psychological tactic, family members are called in to kneel and beg practitioners to give up their practice. Police in this area have also extorted thousands of dollars from practitioners and their families to ruin them financially. Witnesses say the Haiyang police often hang practitioners up off the ground by the wrists using handcuffs and then beat them brutally and burn their faces with cigarettes. Female practitioners also report being subjected to various forms of sexual abuse.

Every day, practitioners in detention must withstand such cruel tactics designed to break their will. Many refuse to give in because they firmly believe that holding to the universal virtues of Falun Gong, "Truthfulness, Compassion, and Forbearance," is not a crime.

The deaths of 306 Falun Dafa practitioners due to torture while in police custody have been confirmed since the persecution began in July 1999, although government sources inside China disclose that the actual number exceeds 1,000. On November 4, 2001, Falun Gong practitioners in cities around the world held press conferences in front of Chinese Embassies and consulates to condemn Jiang Zemin's regime and the "610 Office" led by Luo Gan for their escalating persecution against Falun Gong.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE FALUN DAFA INFORMATION CENTER- Contacts: Gail Rachlin +1-917-501-4441, Adam Montanaro +1-917-405-4507, Erping Zhang +1-646-533-6147, or Feng Yuan +1-646-523-5676. Website: http://www.faluninfo.net/ 

11. Fall: Herr LIU Yufeng (Provinz Shandong)

Liu Yufeng, male, 64, Han nationality, retired worker, party member, a villager from the Xiaozetou Village of Songcun Town, Wendeng City, Shandong Province.

Liu Yufeng was an honest and upright man. He was openhearted and publicly recognized as a good person. After practicing Falun Dafa, his diseased body regained health.

On the morning of July 18, 2000, Liu was arrested and detained in the Wendeng Detention Center because he took part in the group practice at Huilong Mountain. On July 19, the detention center called Liu's daughter telling her to bring 200-300 Yuan for her father's medical treatment. On July 22, the Wendeng Detention Center called his daughter again, and told her to take Liu home. When Liu was carried out by his son-in-law, he could neither move nor speak. He was in a coma. Around 10:00 am of July 22, Liu was taken home; at 7:00 am on July 23, he died.

Autopsy by legal medical experts showed that, extravagated blood was discovered in his right eye-rim. There were cuts and bruises on his face, and black and blue marks left by electric shocks on his throat, chest, and legs. The skin had begun to separate from the body, and the soft tissue below the skin was damaged. It was discovered that the second, third, and forth ribs on both the right and left sides were fractured. The upper one-third of the sternum was broken. His whole body was covered with bruises and injuries; it was too horrible to look at! This once high-spirited elderly gentleman unclearly died from torture. 

Phone No. of Police Office at Wendeng: +86-631-8452538, Post Code: 264400

Phone No. of Detention Center at Wendeng: +86-0631-8452976

Photo Evidences Showing Mr. Liu Yufeng Beaten to Death
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Complaint Filed in the Torture Death of Mr. Liu Yufeng from Wendeng City

By Lin Junlan

Plaintiff: Ms. Lin Junlan, wife of the victim Mr. Liu Yufeng, 65 years old, resident of Xiaozetou Village in Songcun Town, Wendeng City.

Defendant: Police from Wendeng City Police Department

Cause of Complaint: Defendants, the Wendeng City Police Department's police force to be extensively investigated and brought to justice by the Supreme People's Procuratorate, for engaging in criminal acts, including violation of human rights, torture, and murder.

Complainant hereby formally charges:

On July 18, 2000, around 3 p.m., over 200 Falun Gong practitioners were unlawfully detained in the Shanxi Village Courtyard, Songcun Town, by police of the Wendeng City Police Department. All practitioners were forced to sit on the ground, were interrogated without due cause and beaten up one by one.

64 year-old Dafa practitioner Liu Yufeng was fearless. Cong Shuqin, the leader in charge of persecuting Falun Gong practitioners said, "You just wait and see what I will do to you!"

On July 18, 2000, around 6 p.m., the Wendeng City Police Department police arrested and then detained Mr. Liu Yufeng in the Wendeng Detention Center without due cause. They did not notify Mr. Liu's family within the time period specified under the law.

On July 22, 2000, around 9:00 p.m., the fourth day of Mr. Liu's unlawful detention, the Wendeng City Police Department notified Mr. Liu's family to come and get him. Mr. Liu's family found Mr. Liu at death's door and they noticed wounds all over his body. He could not move and was disfigured. It was heartrending to see him suffering like this! His family carried him to a taxi and took him home. On July 23, the following day, Mr. Liu died.

On July 24, an autopsy was performed, as the cause of Mr. Liu's death could not be determined. The Wendeng City coroner, associated with the Justice Department, advised Mr. Liu's three family members, Mr. Liu Zhiming, Mr. Liu Zhiqiang, and Mr. Hou Yongqiang, who were present at the autopsy of his findings:

   1. A cut of 3.5 x 4 cm at the outside side of his right eye

   2. Wounds and cuts on his face

   3. 2 cm large bruise on his throat

   4. Various bruises on his two arms

   5. A bruise of around 35 x 34 cm on his chest

   6. Various bruises on his two legs. Skin peeled off and soft tissue damage on legs

   7. Large area of bruises on his back

   8. Bleeding and inflammation of the brain

   9. Broken ribs (#2, #3, and #4 rib broken)

  10. Breastbone broken at top

Requested of the Supreme People's Procuratorate that a special investigation commence in May of 2004. Such investigation should include investigation of government officials' abuse of power and violation of human rights. The following five wrongful acts should be investigated:

   1. Misdemeanors that caused great loss of people's assets

   2. Unlawful detention and illegal search and seizure

   3. Interrogation with torture and obtaining confession under duress

   4. Destruction of election results, violation of citizen's democratic rights

   5. Torture of prisoners

It is suggested that of the five crimes outlined above, the Wendeng City Police Department policy committed #1, #2, #3 and #5 against Mr. Liu Yufeng. We wish to note here that those who are responsible are still free and continue to carry out Jiang Zemin's policy of persecuting Falun Gong practitioners. There still is no end in sight to such crimes.

We hereby call on the Supreme People's Procurotorate to investigate the crimes that are in violation of people's human rights, committed by the Wendeng City Police Department. The People request that the Supreme People's Procurotorate enforce all existing laws, and penalizes those in violation of such laws.
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